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Fewer fee sites in Sedona  
 

 
 

A proposed map of Red Rock Pass sites starting next year shows just the lower Oak 
Creek Canyon and the Highway 179 corridors, plus six more trailheads. All other 
trailheads would have free parking. Source: U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

You'll still need to pay to park this fall if you visit some Sedona trailheads and busy 
byways in Red Rock country. 

But the list of sites where Red Rock Passes are required is much shorter than it was at this 
time last year thanks to a federal magistrate's ruling in Flagstaff. 

And after Jan. 1, the list could be changed again, with passes required for just 11,000 of 
the 160,000 acres in the Red Rock Ranger District of the Coconino National Forest. 

OAK CREEK CANYON COVERED 



The agency is charging $5-per-day fees at some trailheads through the end of this year, 
including along Oak Creek Canyon, bordering Highway 179 between the Village of Oak 
Creek and Sedona, and at a handful of trailheads (see list). 

But new rules about where the pass is required are expected to take hold in early 2012, 
following a 2010 lawsuit from a hiker asserting that the Forest Service could not legally 
charge him a fee to visit the forest at large, and a ruling from a Flagstaff judge who partly 
agreed. 

The Forest Service is currently leaning toward a proposal that would put Oak Creek 
Canyon below the Bootlegger day use area and much of the Highway 179 corridor 
between the Village of Oak Creek and Sedona into two zones requiring a pay-to-park 
pass. 

Passes would also be required at the Palatki, Honanki and V Bar B cultural sites, along 
with trailheads for the Jim Thompson, Boynton Canyon, Bear/Doe and Baldwin trails. 

But several dozen other trailheads mainly northwest of Sedona that once required fees 
would be free (see map). 

Even though it isn't enforcing it everywhere, the Coconino National Forest is still selling 
passes for parking in the forest surrounding Sedona at large, said Red Rock Ranger 
District spokeswoman Connie Birkland. 

"Technically, the Red Rock Pass is still required in the greater Red Rock area, as in the 
past. The only difference is we are not enforcing the pass in remote locations such as 
Vultee Arch. We still sell the pass for the general Red Rock area, as we have always 
done," she stated. 

Corbin Newman, head of forests in the Southwest for the U.S. Forest Service, must still 
select a plan about where fees can be charged in 2012, and the Coconino National Forest 
has proposed the plan outlined above. 

Frances Werner was head of a committee tasked with recommending a proposal to 
Newman. 

She abstained from an August vote, stating that people in Yuma, Tucson and Phoenix 
should also be approached to weigh in on the fees. 

"I felt there wasn't enough public input. They talked to the locals, but not the greater 
public," Werner said. 

A 'NOTICE,' NOT A CITATION 

In lieu of actual tickets, Coconino National Forest employees have been handing out 
something that looks similar and is called a "notice of required fee." 



"That lately is their more preferred compliance tool, because they don't have to go to 
court to make those stick, and they don't have to prove anything to a judge. It's really un-
American. You don't get your day in court," said Kitty Benzar, president of the Western 
Slope No-Fee Coalition. 

She is not happy with the latest proposal. 

"They still haven't addressed my key issues. There are certain activities where the law 
says they may not charge a fee -- period -- to access the forest. And that includes just 
hiking or horseback-riding through," Benzar said. 

Estimated revenues from the pass have averaged $800,000 a year for the Red Rock 
Ranger District. 

Nothing would change and fees would stand at Red Rock and Slide Rock state parks and 
at Forest Service areas operated by concessionaires: Grasshopper Point, Red Rock 
Crossing/Crescent Moon and West Fork/Call of the Canyon. 

The changes come after a Sedona backpacker challenged the law following a ticket for 
parking at a remote trailhead. In September 2010, U.S. Magistrate Mark E. Aspey in 
Flagstaff agreed that the Coconino National Forest wasn't always following the law on 
where it could or couldn't charge fees. 

The law allowed agencies to charge fees where a combination of services was provided, 
but not where they weren't present or were distributed over many miles, he ruled. 

Cyndy Cole can be reached at 913-8607 or at ccole@azdailysun.com. 


