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The Western Slope No-Fee Coalition released a report Wednesday charging the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management with "intentionally suppressing public involvement in the implementation of access fees on public lands." 
 
Kitty Benzar, president of the No-Fee Coalition in Durango, said the group is trying to get the Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act repealed, which requires that new Forest Service and BLM fees be recommended for approval by the 
Recreation Resource Advisory Committees, or RecRAC, before the fees are implemented. 
 
The report against the Forest Service and BLM alleges numerous incidents across the U.S. where fee proposals were approved 
without the required documentation of public support.  
 
Benzar said it was finally time to file a "white paper," or an analysis of the issue, including the solutions to fix it. She said there was 
enough evidence around the country for the coalition to move forward. 
 
She said there is not much of a problem locally, but said the San Juan National Forest is "dipping their toes" into the exploration of 
charging access fees on public lands and the BLM is already heavily involved, with fees being charged at Cedar Mesa, a popular 
hiking canyon area. 
 
Dan Baker, recreation wilderness program leader for the San Juan National Forest, said he does not anticipate implementing any 
access fees in the near future.  
 
According to Benzar, part of the problem is notifying the public, stating the agencies are making minimal effort to include the public 
in their decisions. 
 
"They are saying they want public comment, but they are not telling the public there is a committee that represents the public 
interest and a lot of the committees have no meetings scheduled (for citizens to view)," she said. 
 
Pam DeVore, the regional fee coordinator at the Forest Service's Rocky Mountain Regional office in Denver, said the agency is 
required to put out public notices and does. 
 
"The rules state that we have to do a press release with at least a 14-day notice in the local newspapers and a 30-day notice in 
the Federal Registrar," DeVore said, adding they also post any meetings on their Web site. 
 
If fees are changed or administered on public lands, DeVore states the agency has to go through a very regimented process. 
 
Under law, the Forest Service does not have the authority to charge a fee for regular hiking trails, and even when they did have 
the authority, the agencies never chose to do so, DeVore said. Regulations require certain structures at a site before the agency 
can charge a fee.  
 
"We can charge for use of highly used or highly impacted trails, with highly developed trail heads, and the fees then go back into 
the site," DeVore said. 
 
The coalition has a repeal for the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act in the Senate, Benzar stated, with Sen. Ken 
Salazar, D-Colo., as a sponsor on the bill. 
 
On the Web: To read the coalition's report, visit http://westernslopenofee.org/index2.php?display=yes&pageid=15. 
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